CREATE A POSITIVE READING ENVIRONMENT AT
HOME WITH A VARIETY OF READING MATERIAL
 Join a local Public Library
 Set aside an uninterrupted time each day
for reading with your child of 15-25
minutes – make it a high priority
 Talk and listen to your child as
conversations build vocabulary
and expression; share rhymes,
chants, poems, songs
 Re-read books to develop fluency
 Read with your child at their
level, be guided by the pace
they set

Reading is a fundamental, life-long skill
that supports all other areas of learning.

 Read to your child
(no matter how old)
 Read words and symbols in
the everyday environment
 Encourage your child and show pride in their
achievements and praise them for their effort
 Work with your child’s teacher and Westport expectations regarding
Home Reading and Reading Logs
 Model positive reading behaviours and encourage your child to read for pleasure
 Encourage your child to use their Reading Eggs account at home
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Reading builds upon oral
language and uses;

 phonemic (hearing sounds in words),
 phonological (hearing patterns and syllables in words),
 phonics (writing letters to match sounds) and


comprehension strategies (prior knowledge,
self-monitoring, predicting, questioning, making
connections, visualising, inferring, summarising
and synthesising).

Reading, at Westport,
is supported through targeted
budgeting and resourcing.












Jolly Phonics R-3
Accelerated Reader quizzes and texts
Guided Reading texts
SSO support hours
Explicit teaching of comprehension
strategies Yrs 3-7
Reading Eggs
Premier’s Reading Challenge texts
Take-home readers Reception +
Interactive SMARTBoard software
Computer hardware and software
Books!

To monitor and track reading progress
at Westport, we use a variety of
screening tools, at scheduled times
throughout the year. We record
data, for analysis, in an online data
warehouse which is accessed by all
teachers and leadership staff. We
use this data to identify students
requiring support through our ‘Zoom’
and ‘Boost’ reading intervention
programs.
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 Sets ‘Home Reading Challenge’
 Tracks progress through individual
student targets each term
 Provides ‘just right’ books
 Rewards effort through assemblies
and newsletters certificates,
prizes, vouchers and praise
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Home
 Encourages child
to read everyday
 Signs Log
 Refer to tips on
next page for
more ideas
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Community – Foodland West
Lakes & Ethelton Entertainers
 Sponsors Westport Home
Reading Program
 Donates vouchers
 Provides an end of year major
prize to one child from each class

Levels & Targets

We match reading materials to individual students by assigning Accelerated Reader levels and
PM Benchmark levels, which are assessed each term.
Westport’s levels and targets align with our Site Improvement Plan and the expectations set by
the DECD (Department for Education and Child Development) and the Australian Curriculum
English Achievement Standards.
Year Level

PM Benchmark
End of Year Target

Accelerated Reader
End of Year Target

Reception

7

—

Year 1

15

—

Year 2

23

1.9

Year 3

26

2.1

Year 4

28

3.2

Year 5

30

4.0

Year 6

30

4.5

Year 7

30

5.0+

PM Benchmarks are assessed through a ’running record’
reading from a Seen text in a 1:1 situation with trained staff.
Running records were developed by Dr. Marie Clay. They
assess a student’s reading behaviours, which include:
decoding, fluency, comprehension, self-correction and
accuracy. Reader levels are then assigned with an accuracy
score of 94%-99%.
Accelerated Reader levels are assessed by individual
students taking an online Star Reader test, consisting of
individualised, computer generated questions. The result
indicates the Accelerated Reader range for each student.
Students begin reading at the start of the range and with
consistent scores of 100% after reading their levelled text
they increase in increments through their range until taking
the next Star Reader test. Students commence Accelerated
Reader when they reach PM Benchmark 20.

